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At first glance it can be hard to figure out what the 

first reading has to do with today’s Gospel.  They are 

chosen to go together, you know. But when all the 

readings are taken together, some themes begin to 

emerge which paint a realistic and actually welcoming 

picture of the whole Christian enterprise. 

Job has had an extraordinarily bad run of luck—so 

much so that a man known for his piety and 

faithfulness to God has been pushed to the limit.  He 

complains loudly to God and gets no relief.  Reading 

between the lines we might think that Job is on the 

verge of ending it all. 

Many of us feel on the verge of something, even if we 

don’t know what.  Everything has gotten so hard to 

hold together.  Moms especially are suffering, and 

many have begun to wonder about their mental health.  

None of this is a figment of the imagination or a fever 

dream.  We know that which makes the reality all the 

more daunting. 

That’s where the first and second reading intersect, I 

think.  Peter’s mother-in-law is in bed, suffering from 

a fever, and Jesus, when told about it immediately 

goes to her bedside and heals her.  Jesus acts in the 

way that Job was looking for—and found in the final 

chapters of that book of the bible. 

This is where the story gets interesting.  Peter’s 

mother-in-law, upon being healed, immediately gets 

up and begins to wait on Jesus and the other guests 

Peter has brought home with him.  This may have 

been out of a sense of duty, but I prefer to think that it 
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arose out of a sense of gratitude.  The fever left her!  

What a relief!  What a reason to celebrate! 

I feel fortunate that the Indiana board of health 

determined that clergy who visit patients in the 

hospital and residents of nursing homes are considered 

to be health care workers.  Because of that 

classification I got my first dose of the vaccine on 

January 6th and my second one this past Wednesday.  

I’m good to go!  And I feel grateful! 

But the point of all that can’t simply be “Oh, good!  

Now I can go out to eat again!”  The response more in 

keeping with the spirit of Jesus and even the spirit of 

Peter’s mother-in-law is to look around and see what I 

can do to be of help to those who are still under their 

heavy burden. 

It's interesting that Mark, in speaking of Peter’s 

mother-in-law, uses the word for her service, 

diakoneo, only in reference to her, to Jesus, and to 

those women who accompanied him from Galilee to 

Jerusalem and served him and his disciples out of their 

means. Actually, Peter’s mother-in-law becomes a 

model for all Christians who, once touched by Jesus, 

begins to serve as he does. 

In Mark’s gospel, it’s the women who are the deacons!  

And their service all flows from their awareness of the 

good that God has done for them.  Job took a long a 

tortuous journey to arrive at that awareness, but when 

he did, he admitted that he had not known what he was 

talking about before.  He repented of his attitude of 

holding a grievance against God. 
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St. Paul makes his conversion experience the whole 

motivating factor for his proclamation of the Gospel.  

How could he not, given what God has done for him?  

God has literally saved him from death! 

We are moving into a different, more hopeful phase of 

this whole experience of living in the time of a 

pandemic.  More and more of us are going to be freed 

from the constraints of the last year and given a 

chance to choose what we will do next.  Will we see it 

primarily as a way to pick up life where we left off? 

Or will it engender in us the same sort of grateful 

response that Peter’s mother-in-law provides, and put 

us in a mind to be of service to those who are still 

suffering mightily to keep it all together until their 

turn comes? 

 


